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Republican faith. Few people care to read folios,
and Sidney's " Discourses on Government" form a
weighty folio. It is a rich, vigorous, noble book,
the work of a man who had served a great Common-
wealth and treasured the memory7 of its liberty and
power. It is full of irony and eloquence and governed
by the plain and masculine logic which is nourished
by the strong impulses of a combative nature. Sidney
knows what he wants, and, writing courageous English,
writes English which posterity can read with delight.
He holds that monarchy is founded upon human
depravity and says it very plainly. To those who
object that republics are only suited to small states
he pertinently asks when it was that God ordained
that great nations should be slaves. To those who
pointed to the prosperity of the French monarchy
he replied in a memorable and prophetic passage
that " the beauty of it is false and painted. There
is a rich and haughty King who is blessed with such
neighbours as are not likely to disturb him and has
nothing to fear from his miserable subjects; but the
whole body of that state is full of boils and wounds
and putrid sores. There is no real strength in it.
The people are so unwilling to serve him that he is said
to have put to death above four score thousand
of his own soldiers within the space of fifteen years
for flying from their colours, and if he were vigorously
attacked, little help could be expected from a dis-
contented nobility or a starving and despairing
people." Such was the reply of the English republican
to the glowing panegyric of the French divine drawn
up in the sumptuous palace of St Germain for the
education of the Dauphin of France. Liberty, according
to Sidney, bore a very different crop. The United